Minutes

Iowa Commission for the Blind

October 26, 2009
1) Call to order and determination of quorum.  A meeting of the Iowa Commission for the Blind was called to order at 12:05 p.m. with the following members present:  Sandi Ryan, chair, Steven Hagemoser, member, and Mike Hoenig, member, present via telephone.  Others in attendance:  Karen Keninger, Tiffany Bickell, Michael Barber, Curtis Chong, Roger Erpelding, Bonnie Linquist, Dave Elliot, Doug Elliot, Joyce Helm, Carolyn Hicklin, Sandy Tigges, Becky Criswell, Shan Sasser, Beth Hirst, and Kim Barber.
2) Budget Recommendations.  Ms. Keninger discussed the budget recommendations that were sent over to the Governor’s office.  On the list that was sent to his office were; eliminate the use of overtime, discontinue six temporary positions, discontinue support of Newsline, curtailing external IT support, restricting building maintenance to short term critical needs, and some staff training.  Ms. Keninger then read the narrative that that accompanied the 

recommendations.  Ms. Ryan asked when it was to be approved by the Governor’s office and Ms. Keninger said that she would know around 1:00 pm today.  Mr. Hoenig wanted to discuss the Newsline item.  Ms. Keninger stated that last fiscal year, $50,000 was spent for this.  Ms. Ryan asked if it was possible to take this item off the recommendations that were sent.  Ms. Keninger said that she could let the office know that it was taken off the recommendations.  Ms. Keninger also asked Mr. Barber to speak about Newsline funds.  Mr. Barber stated that the funds are okay through September 30, 2010.  Mr. Chong added that it may be to the Department’s benefit to leave it on the recommendations.  Ms. Ryan made the motion to remove Newsline from the recommendations.  Mr. Hoenig seconded.  After further discussion, the motion was defeated two to one. 
3) Consideration of Closed Session.  Mr. Hagemoser moved to enter a closed session.  Mr. Hoenig seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.
4) At 1:07 pm, the Commission entered back into open session. Ms. Ryan announced that Ms. Keninger, as Governor Culver requested, had taken a 10% salary decrease.
5) Public Comment.  There were no comments made.
6) Mr. Hoenig moved for adjournment.  Mr. Hagemoser seconded, and it passed unanimously.
Respectfully Submitted,

Sandi Ryan, Chairperson
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